
William & Helena Hutton – family history 

We knew very little about ‘Aunt Lena & Uncle Will’ except other than they lived in Canada and had once visited us. 
To trace the origins of William Hutton we had to rely on discoveries of passenger list entries for William (& Helena) 
which provided his date of birth - 16 Oct 1893. After discarding several possibilities I believe the birth record below 
must be his. It is quite hard to read but it provides quite a lot of new information. 

 

He was born at 08:45 am Monday 16 October 1893 at Back King Street, Castle Douglas, Kirkcudbrightshire to parents 
William Shaw Hutton and Mary Ann Lock(e). His name is William Hornel Hutton and this fits with the William H. 
Hutton on his marriage registration in 1917 to Helene McLeary and the 1901 census transcript below.  

 



The census tells us that William had six sisters and one step-brother. Whether Robert Locke was from a previous 
marriage of born out of wedlock is not known. 

Now on to Aunt Lena – or Helene/Helena McLeary. Lena was the second of six children born to William John & Annie 
(nee McGrath) McLeary.  

William John McLeary and Annie McGrath were both born in Broughshane, County Antrim, Northern Ireland and 
emigrated to Linlithgow (West Lothian), Scotland. They went back to Broughshane to get married in 1894 returning 
to Broxburn where William John was a Shale Oil Miner. 

 Lena was born 10pm on 19th March 1896 at 66, Stewartfield, Broxburn, Uphall, Linlithgow – now West Lothian, 
Scotland. 

 

On the 1911 Scotland Census Lena was recorded as a 15 years old ‘General Servant’ working for the Stewart family at 
Pyothall Farm, Uphall, West Lothian, Scotland. 

At some stage she met William H. Hutton but how and where we had no idea. 

We were unable to find any further trace of either of them until Janice (Wakefield/Gardner) found the details of 
their marriage and subsequent birth of three children. They were married near the south coast of England and not, 
as we expected, in Scotland.  

Helene McLeary & William H. Hutton married between Oct-Dec 1917 in the Registration District of Colchester, Essex, 
England. The town of Colchester had links to the British Army – perhaps he was a soldier and was stationed there at 
the time?  

William Hutton junior was born Jul-Sep 1920 and his sister Iris in Jan-Mar 1922, both births were registered in the 
Colchester Registration District, Essex. We do not know how long they resided in Essex but some time later they 
moved north to the city of Birmingham. This is where daughter Jean Hutton was born about Oct-Dec 1927 and the 
birth registered in Birmingham South District. 

Our Aunt Iris Smith thinks that William Hutton junior was killed (aged possibly 18-19) in an airplane during WW2. The 
only link we have been able to discover is a record from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission for Sergeant 
William Hutton (749572), a member of the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve who served in 37 Squadron. He died 
5th Sept 1941 and has a memorial in the cemetery at Alamein in Egypt. 



 

Extract from 37 Squadron Operations Book for 5th Sept 1941 

 

“On the night of 5/6th Sep 1941 six aircraft of the Squadron were ordered for operations against dispersed aircraft on enemy 
landing grounds in Libya... 

The aircraft tool off from Shallufa in the afternoon and landed at Fulca Satellite, from which advanced landing ground the 
aircraft operated later in the evening... 

One aircraft, captain F/O Wheeler, failed to return from this operation. The crew were:- F/O Wheeler, P/O Parsons, P/O Peterson, 
Sgt Hyatt, Sgt Leitch, Sgt Hutton.” 



 

The Hutton family lived at 79 Garrets Green Lane, Birmingham until they emigrated in 1947. According to the ships 
passenger list William senior was a Sterotyper, Helena a Housewife and Iris was a Shorhand Typist. 

 

Note: Address should read  Garret’s Green Lane 

 

More info from Auntie Iris suggests that daughters Iris & Jean were ‘G.I. Brides’ and married brothers. Jean went to 
Canada first, was unhappy and came back to England but later returned to Canada. As William, Lena & Iris went over 
in 1947 it is logical to assume that Jean’s first visit was prior to this. 

Jean was born in 1927 and probably would not go to Canada alone – in fact a search of passenger lists for Jean 
Hutton between 1940-1950 did not produce any relevant results.  

As we already know that Jean & Iris married brothers did Jean marry before emigrating? A search of marriages 
registered in Birmingham 1943 to 1947 produced this result... 



 

...but was it our Jean Hutton? Another search of passenger lists provided the answer. An entry on the ‘Canadian 
Wives Bureau - Civilian Repatriation Section’ shows Jean Simms, whose husband was SW (Simms W.) of the Canadian 
Forces network (Cfn), was a passenger in 1946.  

 

The important bit is Jean’s address – 79, Garretts Green Lane, Sheldon, Birmingham. This is the same address given 
by Will, Lena & Iris when they emigrated in 1947 and links Jean Simms to our Hutton family.  

The passenger list also indicates that Jean was going to reside with an Aunt (hers or husbands?) in Ontario. The 
address is just on the Canadian side of the border from Detroit, USA.   



 

Lena & William, with daughter Iris, also decided to emigrate to Canada. On 20 December 1947 the party sailed on 
board the Cunard ship ‘Ascania’ from Liverpool to Halifax, Canada. 

 

 



William & Lena returned to England in Dec 1957 for a 4-week vacation. They left New York aboard the RMS 
Queen Mary on 17 Dec 1957 and arrived at Southampton  on 22nd December. 

 

 

At the end of their vacation they sailed from Southampton aboard the Cunard Steam-ship Mauretania on 17th 
January, arriving at New York about 22nd January 1958. 

 



 

At the moment that is about the sum total of our current knowledge on the family of Lena & Will Hutton – but more 
will surely be found. 

PS: I seem to remember that Uncle Will, & possibly his son-in-law, worked in the car industry in Detroit and crossed into USA from his home to 
work. 

Also, after Lena died in Canada I think that nana (Peggy Ward) showed me a memorial card for her burial and it contained ‘Cypress’ or ‘Cedar’ 
trees in the name – I think! 

We have some photos from auntie Margaret... 

 

Will & Lena – no place or date 



 

 

A house in Canada – June 1987. Is it Lena’s house or does it belong to Jean or Iris? 

 

July 1987 - Lena on left with probably some family members. 
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