William & Helena Hutton — family history

We knew very little about ‘Aunt Lena & Uncle Will’ except other than they lived in Canada and had once visited us.
To trace the origins of William Hutton we had to rely on discoveries of passenger list entries for William (& Helena)
which provided his date of birth - 16 Oct 1893. After discarding several possibilities | believe the birth record below
must be his. It is quite hard to read but it provides quite a lot of new information.
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William Hornel 1893 M William Shaw Hutton Mary Ann Huttan
Hutton October Printer & Compositor Mother
Parish of Kelton Sixteanth
in the Stewartry Bh.45m am Mary Ann Hutton
of Krkcudbright M.S. Lock
Back King Street 1889 December 22
Castle Douglas Castle Douglas

He was born at 08:45 am Monday 16 October 1893 at Back King Street, Castle Douglas, Kirkcudbrightshire to parents
William Shaw Hutton and Mary Ann Lock(e). His name is William Hornel Hutton and this fits with the William H.
Hutton on his marriage registration in 1917 to Helene McLeary and the 1901 census transcript below.

1901 census - Scotland

Mo 37

- , Printer Castle Douglas,
HUTTON, William 5 Head Married 1864 Compositor Kirkcudbrightshire

HUTTON, Mary A Wife Married F 35 1866 Eﬁf(fz'ﬁdtgﬂg S

LOCKE, Robert Step Son M 13 1888 Scholar e e

HUTTON, Margaret D Daughter F 11 1890  Scholar Eﬁf(fz'ﬁdtgﬂg =

HUTTON, Janet Daughter F 9 1892 Scholar e e

HUTTON, Willam H ¢ Son M 7 1894  Scholar Eﬁﬁgﬁd%ﬂ; 't?fh’ire

HUTTON, Isabella Daughter F 5 1896 Scholar e e

HUTTON, Mary A Daughter F 2 1899 Eﬁfcfz'ﬁd%ﬂ; .

HUTTON, Marjory Mcf Daughter F 1 1900 e e

0(2 Castle Douglas,
HUTTOM, Grace Mca Daughter F MBNTHS} 1901 Kirkcudbrightshire

Address: Violet Grove, Kelton
County: Kirkcudbrightshire




The census tells us that William had six sisters and one step-brother. Whether Robert Locke was from a previous
marriage of born out of wedlock is not known.

Now on to Aunt Lena — or Helene/Helena McLeary. Lena was the second of six children born to William John & Annie
(nee McGrath) McLeary.

William John McLeary and Annie McGrath were both born in Broughshane, County Antrim, Northern Ireland and
emigrated to Linlithgow (West Lothian), Scotland. They went back to Broughshane to get married in 1894 returning
to Broxburn where William John was a Shale Oil Miner.

Lena was born 10pm on 19" March 1896 at 66, Stewartfield, Broxburn, Uphall, Linlithgow — now West Lothian,
Scotland.
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On the 1911 Scotland Census Lena was recorded as a 15 years old ‘General Servant’ working for the Stewart family at
Pyothall Farm, Uphall, West Lothian, Scotland.

At some stage she met William H. Hutton but how and where we had no idea.

We were unable to find any further trace of either of them until Janice (Wakefield/Gardner) found the details of
their marriage and subsequent birth of three children. They were married near the south coast of England and not,
as we expected, in Scotland.

Helene MclLeary & William H. Hutton married between Oct-Dec 1917 in the Registration District of Colchester, Essex,
England. The town of Colchester had links to the British Army — perhaps he was a soldier and was stationed there at
the time?

William Hutton junior was born Jul-Sep 1920 and his sister Iris in Jan-Mar 1922, both births were registered in the
Colchester Registration District, Essex. We do not know how long they resided in Essex but some time later they
moved north to the city of Birmingham. This is where daughter Jean Hutton was born about Oct-Dec 1927 and the
birth registered in Birmingham South District.

Our Aunt Iris Smith thinks that William Hutton junior was killed (aged possibly 18-19) in an airplane during WW2. The
only link we have been able to discover is a record from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission for Sergeant
William Hutton (749572), a member of the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve who served in 37 Squadron. He died
5" Sept 1941 and has a memorial in the cemetery at Alamein in Egypt.



Commonwealth War Grave

Casualty Details

HUTTON, WILLIAM
W
United Kingdom

Sergeant

Foval Air Force Volunteer Reserve
37 5qdn.

05/09/1941

749372

Commonwealth War Dead

Column 243,

ALAMEIN MEMORIAL

Extract from 37 Squadron Operations Book for 5 Sept 1941
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R.AF. Form 540 OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK Page No.5
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| References
Place Date = Time Summary of Events to
o o o o - Appendices
SHALLUFA losl
BOYTT - gept. § CPERATIONS = MLRTUBA = DEREL.
- on the night of £/gth. September, loal, six mirereft of the Squadron were ordered for operatioms
azainst disperced aimerafs on amemy landins prousde in Libya. No.257 7isg's rorm 3,1gs dated
_ 5ta september 14l refers. (appendix g4).
The airereft took off fron challufa in the efterncon and landed st pulee 3atellits, frum which -
B advercsd landing prourd the sireraft operated later in tha evening.
L o pwo sireraft attecked dispersed sireraft and an ).T. ercamomert inm the vieinity of MARTUEA WEST.
S 5gt. Handley dropped o stick of bombs mcress & croup of aireraft, mnd n heavy explesion followed.
Te thon dropped the remaindsr of his load singly amongst dispersed aireraft axd lorries at heighty
24 varying from 2500 feob to ippp fess. Srt. Lawer dropped nis bombe in three sticks, all of them
. felling moross bthe target. The only cpposition encourtered vms slight A.u. from VARTUDA villege. | :‘

7wo more airoraft sttacked dispersed airerafs on the landing ground and satellite at DERAy Sgbe
Bernes dropped three sticks across the lending pround stvDEmNA, but ewing to weether conditions,
no effects wers observed. Sgt. Lomg attacked the ssme target, end started two largs red fires =
belisved to be alrcralt.

7ha other Aucfa!‘t, captain 7/It. Tomkine, made three runs searching for the landing ground at
DERMA, Qurlng the courss of which his resr gumner, Sgt. Uarusick, was bedle wounded. fis aireraf | |
wes danmeged Ly hosepiping from mid-under to wenr turret, and mest of the fuselage was carried syl
on the third run & longeron wes badly daneged and the irter—gommunication wes rondersd wmservicsabfle.
He ther desided to ettaek poma TOWN, but no results were obsorved.

omo aireraft, ceptain p/0. wheeler, failed To ret@rn [rom bhis operatlon. che orew werer— 5-‘,"(}.

wheeler, I‘/D- Parsorns, p/o. “eterson, Szt. IVast, Spt. Lelteh, sgte jutten.

“On the night of 5/6" Sep 1941 six aircraft of the Squadron were ordered for operations against dispersed aircraft on enemy
landing grounds in Libya...

The aircraft tool off from Shallufa in the afternoon and landed at Fulca Satellite, from which advanced landing ground the
aircraft operated later in the evening...

One aircraft, captain F/O Wheeler, failed to return from this operation. The crew were:- F/O Wheeler, P/O Parsons, P/O Peterson,
Sgt Hyatt, Sgt Leitch, Sgt Hutton.”



The Hutton family lived at 79 Garrets Green Lane, Birmingham until they emigrated in 1947. According to the ships
passenger list William senior was a Sterotyper, Helena a Housewife and Iris was a Shorhand Typist.

UK, City and County Directories, 1766 - 1946
Mame: William H Hutton
Street Address: 79 Garnett's Green la Sheldon

Publication Title: 1940 Kelly's Directory of
Birmingham

County: Warwickshire
Country:  England
Publication Year: 1940

Note: Address should read Garret’s Green Lane

79, Garrets Green Lane

More info from Auntie Iris suggests that daughters Iris & Jean were ‘G.l. Brides’ and married brothers. Jean went to
Canada first, was unhappy and came back to England but later returned to Canada. As William, Lena & Iris went over
in 1947 it is logical to assume that Jean’s first visit was prior to this.

Jean was born in 1927 and probably would not go to Canada alone —in fact a search of passenger lists for Jean
Hutton between 1940-1950 did not produce any relevant results.

As we already know that Jean & Iris married brothers did Jean marry before emigrating? A search of marriages
registered in Birmingham 1943 to 1947 produced this result...



Marriage record transcript

Civil registration
event: Marriage
MarriageFinder™: Jean Hutton married Gordon W Simms 7

Name: HUTTON, Jean

Registration district: (7 Birmingham

County: Warwickshire
Year of registration: 1945

Quarter of registration: Oct-Nov-Dec
Spouse’s last name Simms
Volume no: 7 6D

Page no: (7 754

Name: SIMMS, Gordon W
Registration district: Birmingham
County: Warwickshire
Year of registration: 1945

Quarter of registration: Oct-Nov-Dec
Spouse’s last name: Hutton
Volume na: 6D

Page no: 754

...but was it our Jean Hutton? Another search of passenger lists provided the answer. An entry on the ‘Canadian
Wives Bureau - Civilian Repatriation Section’ shows Jean Simms, whose husband was SW (Simms W.) of the Canadian
Forces network (Cfn), was a passenger in 1946.

DATDIAN WIVESY HUHELD - OIVILIAN REF I ATI00 SECTION 1
DRAFT REZ.T/ MILITSRY DESRICU NO:
. ZHEET NO: 1 i H
Y 62 ¥ PAGE O
REST NO , CHILIREN
RANK & INTS) ~ WIFE'S NaME . | NME  _  [4GF |  JDDRESS IN UK . | ADPRESS TN CANADA
U2113 | 3IHNS Jean - = |79 garretts Creen Lane lire P Swarbrick (Aunt)
&fn SV sheldon Blrmingheam 13680 Eadres 2?1 Riverside Ont

The important bit is Jean’s address — 79, Garretts Green Lane, Sheldon, Birmingham. This is the same address given
by Will, Lena & Iris when they emigrated in 1947 and links Jean Simms to our Hutton family.

The passenger list also indicates that Jean was going to reside with an Aunt (hers or husbands?) in Ontario. The
address is just on the Canadian side of the border from Detroit, USA.
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Lena & William, with daughter Iris, also decided to emigrate to Canada. On 20 December 1947 the party sailed on
board the Cunard ship ‘Ascania’ from Liverpool to Halifax, Canada.

passenger transcript details

Mame: Helena HUTTON William HUTTON Iris HUTTON

Date of departure: 20 December 1947 20 December 1947 20 December 1947
Port of departure: Liverpool Liverpool Liverpool
Pazsenger destination port: Halifax, Canada Halifax, Canada Halifax, Canada
Fazsenger destination: Halifax, Canada Halifax, Canada Halifax, Canada
Date of Birth: 1896 (calculated from age) 1893 (calculated from age) 1922 (calculated from age)
Age: 51 54 25

Mantal status: Married Married

Sex: Female Male Female

Occupation: H Wife Sterotyper Shorthand Typist

5.5 Ascania




William & Lena returned to England in Dec 1957 for a 4-week vacation. They left New York aboard the RMS
Queen Mary on 17 Dec 1957 and arrived at Southampton on 22nd December.
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At the end of their vacation they sailed from Southampton aboard the Cunard Steam-ship Mauretania on 17"
January, arriving at New York about 22 January 1958.
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OUT-GOING PASSENGERS R P.M. 18,

Name of Ship .. MAUEETANIA oo oooeicic Date of Departure . JANUARY 17th 1958

Owmer or Agent THE. CUNARD STEAM~SHIP.CO. LID. . ‘Where Bound ... KEW. YORE

NAMES AND DESCRIPTIONS OF BRITISH COMMONWEALTH AND IRISH REPUBLICAN PASSENGERS EMBARKED AT THE PORT OF .. SOUTHAMPION
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At the moment that is about the sum total of our current knowledge on the family of Lena & Will Hutton — but more
will surely be found.

PS: | seem to remember that Uncle Will, & possibly his son-in-law, worked in the car industry in Detroit and crossed into USA from his home to
work.

Also, after Lena died in Canada | think that nana (Peggy Ward) showed me a memorial card for her burial and it contained ‘Cypress’ or ‘Cedar’
trees in the name — | think!

We have some photos from auntie Margaret...

Will & Lena — no place or date



Lena Hutton (left) - assume other couple are Lena's daughter (Ins or Jean) & husband with possibly their grand-child (Photo: July 1987)

July 1987 - Lena on left with probably some family members.

Billy Wakefield May2013



